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Accession MLS status in GGCE 
Documenting accession status in the Multilateral System of the Plant Treaty 

This version was finalized on the 17th of October 2024 by the Crop Trust and the Secretariat of the 

Plant Treaty 

 

This document assists genebanks in curating their databases to reflect the MLS status for each 

individual accession under their management. This document, in its entirety or in any of its parts, 

does not constitute an official interpretation of the Treaty or the SMTA. 
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The Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing (MLS) 

The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture1 (ITPGRFA, the Plant 

Treaty) establishes (in Article 10) the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing (MLS), 

“which is efficient, effective, and transparent, both to facilitate access to plant genetic resources for 

food and agriculture, and to share, in a fair and equitable way, the benefits arising from the utilization 

of these resources, on a complementary and mutually reinforcing basis.” 

The current list of Parties is available at: 

 http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/countries/membership/en/ 

The ITPGRFA regulates the exchanges of certain PGRFA for users in the territory of State 

Contracting Parties but may also extend to users based in non-Contracting Parties on a contractual 

basis. Any material received with an SMTA is, and will always be, part of the MLS as the same SMTA 

requires that recipients of material, when transferring the received accessions or derived material to a 

third party, apply the same contract. Conscientious genebank managers are to keep track of any 

material that comes with legal obligations, including the SMTA.  

At its core, the Multilateral System covers the plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 

listed in Annex I (para 11.1) that are in the public domain and under the management and 

control of a Contracting Party. Other holders of material are invited to include PGRFA in the MLS 

(para 11.2). Any material may be voluntarily included in the MLS by its holder. Inclusion in the 

MLS of material in international ex situ collections (such as those of the CGIAR centers) is foreseen 

under Article 15 of the Plant Treaty through agreements between the each holding institution and 

FAO.  

The MLS governs access to the material available in the system, and benefit-sharing flowing from its 

use. Recipients of the material need to be properly informed of the rights and conditions of the 

PGRFA they access. The sharing of commercial benefits derived from this material, and the 

subsequent material derived from it, is regulated in the SMTA. It is therefore critical that holders of 

PGRFA update and properly maintain records on the legal status of each accession with regards to 

the MLS. 

This document assists genebanks in curating their databases to reflect the MLS status for each 

individual accession under their management. The document refers to articles of the ITPGRFA text in 

parentheses (e.g. “Art. 15.1”) when relevant. 

  

 
1 http://www.fao.org/3/i0510e/i0510e.pdf 

http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/countries/membership/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/i0510e/i0510e.pdf
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Recording MLS status in GGCE 

GRIN-Global does not provide a dedicated field to capture the status of an accession in regard to the 

MLS. The GGCE is extended with a new field called “mls_status” in the “accession” table, using 

the MLSSTATUS code value group to ensure a fixed set of allowed values. The field is not 

mandatory and is initially set to the undetermined (NULL) value.  

Available codes in this group are based on the relevant descriptor used by the GLIS DOI Registration 

Service:2 

Code value Title GLIS Description GLIS Code Genesys MCPD 

N Not in MLS Not available under the MLS 0 0 0 

Y In MLS* Available under the MLS. It can be further 
specified as described below. 

1 1 1 

ANNEX1 In MLS (Annex I) The PGRFA is of a crop listed in Annex I 
and is under the management and control of 
a Contracting Party to the Treaty and in 
the public domain 

11 1 1 

ARTICLE15 In MLS (Art. 15) The PGRFA is in an international collection 
under Article 15 of the Treaty 

12 1 1 

SMTA_SOURCE In MLS 
(Received with 
the SMTA) 

The holder received the PGRFA with an 
SMTA 

13 1 1 

VOLUNTARY In MLS 
(Voluntary 
inclusion) 

The holder has voluntarily placed the 
PGRFA into the MLS 

14 1 1 

MLS_DEVELOP In MLS (Under 
development) 

The PGRFA is derived from, and distinct 
from, material in the MLS, is under 
development and not yet ready for 
commercialization, and may be made 
available at the discretion of the developer, 
with the SMTA. 

15 1 1 
 

* Genebanks are advised to avoid the use of the “Y” code and rather use one of the more specific 

options. 

 

  

 
2 http://www.fao.org/3/I8840EN/i8840en.pdf 

http://www.fao.org/3/I8840EN/i8840en.pdf
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Determining the MLS status of an accession 

 

The guidelines below do not constitute any form of legal or technical advice on implementation of the 

relevant provisions of Treaty and the SMTA. Each institution holding PGRFA is invited to assess its 

specific conditions and needs, and consult the relevant stakeholders to determine the MLS status of 

accessions held in its collection.  

 

Starting from the undetermined (NULL) MLS status for each accession, apply the following checklist: 

A) For genebanks in the territory of a State Contracting Party3 

I) When the ex-situ collection is under the management and control of a government entity 

1.  Yes: When the genus or species of the PGRFA is listed in Annex I of ITPGRFA and the 

PGRFA is in the public domain (i.e. it is not subject to intellectual property rights), the 

accession is in the MLS. 

Use code value ANNEX1. 

2.  Yes: When the material was received by the genebank with an SMTA, the accession is in 

the MLS. 

Use code value SMTA_SOURCE. 

 

3.  Yes: When the material was received by, or is otherwise in, the genebank under another 
instrument that allows the genebank to redistribute the PGRFA under the SMTA, the 
accession is in the MLS. This category may also include material that is commercially 
available. 
Use code value VOLUNTARY. 

4.  Yes: for breeding lines, genetic stocks and other materials developed/improved by the 

genebank that incorporate material described in section 2 above, the genebank may grant 

access at its discretion. If access is granted, the SMTA will be applied. The genebank may 

apply additional terms and conditions that are consistent with the SMTA. 

Use code value MLS_DEVELOP. 

5.  No: All other cases. 

Use code value N. 

II) If the ex-situ collection is not under the management and control of a government entity 

(e.g. in a university), the entity managing the collection may make it available in the MLS. In 

this case, it is suggested to apply the same code values (1 to 5) as above. 

B) For genebanks not in the territory of a State Contracting Party 

 

Subject to applicable legislation, the entity managing the collection may make it available in the MLS. 

In this case, it is suggested to apply the same code values (1 to 5) as above. 

 
3 https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/countries/membership/en/ 

https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/countries/membership/en/
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C) For genebanks and other collections under the management of international institutions 

that have signed agreements with the Governing Body of the ITPGRFA under Art. 15 of the 

ITPGRFA  

I) For genebanks and other PGRFA collections managed by CGIAR Centers 
 

1. Yes: PGRFA held ‘in trust’ by the Centers in genebanks or other collections and placed 

within the purview of the International Treaty under the Article 15.  

Use code value ARTICLE15 

 

2. Yes: all PGRFA received by the Centers under the SMTA or under another legal instrument 

that allows the Center to redistribute the PGRFA under the SMTA. 

Use code value SMTA_SOURCE  

 

3. Yes: for breeding lines, genetic stocks and other materials developed/improved by a Center 

that incorporate material described in sections 1 and 2 above, the SMTA will be applied. The 

Center may apply additional terms and conditions that are consistent with the SMTA.  

Use code value MLS_DEVELOP 

 

4. No: All other cases. 

Use code value N. 

 

II) For genebanks and other PGRFA collections managed by non-CGIAR institutions 
 

1. Yes: PGRFA of a genus or species listed in Annex I of ITPGRFA. 

Use code value ARTICLE15 

 

2. Yes: for PGRFA of a genus or species not listed in Annex 1 and acquired before the entry 

into force of the Treaty, i.e. 29 June 2004.  

Use code value ARTICLE15 

 

3. Yes: material received with an SMTA or under another instrument that allows the institution 

to redistribute the PGRFA under the SMTA. 

Use code value SMTA_SOURCE. 

 

4. Yes: for breeding lines, genetic stocks and other materials developed/improved by the 

institution that incorporate material received with an SMTA, the institution may grant access at 

its discretion. If access is granted, the SMTA will be applied. The institution may impose 

additional terms and conditions that are consistent with the SMTA. 

Use code value MLS_DEVELOP 

 

5. No: All other cases. 

Use code value N. 

 

 

Additional information on the MLS status can be obtained from the helpdesk of the Multilateral 

System at PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org. 

mailto:PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org
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Notes on ITPGRFA text4 

Mechanisms for the inclusion of PGRFA in the MLS  

Article 11.2 refers to the inclusion of PGRFA from Contracting Parties 

The Multilateral System, as identified in Article 11.1, shall include all plant genetic resources 

for food and agriculture listed in Annex I that are under the management and control of the 

Contracting Parties and in the public domain. With a view to achieving the fullest possible 

coverage of the Multilateral System, the Contracting Parties invite all other holders of the plant 

genetic resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex I to include these plant genetic 

resources for food and agriculture in the Multilateral System. 

Article 11.3 refers to the inclusion of PGRFA in the Multilateral System by natural and legal persons.  

Contracting Parties also agree to take appropriate measures to encourage natural and legal 

persons within their jurisdiction who hold plant genetic resources for food and agriculture listed 

in Annex I to include such plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in the Multilateral 

System. 

Article 11.5 refers to the inclusion of PGRFA from International Collections 

The Multilateral System shall also include the plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 

listed in Annex I and held in the ex situ collections of the International Agricultural Research 

Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), as 

provided in Article 15.1a, and in other international institutions, in accordance with Article 

15.5. 

Facilitated access to material available in the MLS  

Article 12.2 refers to measures to be taken by Contracting Parties 

 The Contracting Parties agree to take the necessary legal or other appropriate measures to provide 

such access to other Contracting Parties through the Multilateral System. To this effect, such access 

shall also be provided to legal and natural persons under the jurisdiction of any Contracting Party, 

subject to the provisions of Article 11.4. 

Article 12.3 refers to the access conditions  

Ex situ collections held by the IARCs and other international institutions 
(excerpts from Article 15) 

Article 15.1 

The Contracting Parties recognize the importance to this Treaty of the ex situ collections of plant 

genetic resources for food and agriculture held in trust by the International Agricultural Research 

Centres (IARCs) of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). The 

 
4 The full text is available at  http://www.fao.org/3/i0510e/i0510e.pdf  

http://www.fao.org/3/i0510e/i0510e.pdf
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Contracting Parties call upon the IARCs to sign agreements with the Governing Body with regard to 

such ex situ collections, in accordance with the following terms and conditions: 

a) Plant genetic resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex I of this Treaty and held by the 

IARCs shall be made available in accordance with the provisions set out in Part IV of this Treaty. 

b) Plant genetic resources for food and agriculture other than those listed in Annex I of this Treaty 

and collected before its entry into force that are held by IARCs shall be made available in accordance 

with the provisions of the MTA currently in use pursuant to agreements between the IARCs and the 

FAO. This MTA shall be amended by the Governing Body no later than its second regular session, in 

consultation with the IARCs, in accordance with the relevant provisions of this Treaty, especially 

Articles 12 and 13 and under the following conditions […].5 

[…] 

Article 15.2  

The Contracting Parties agree to provide facilitated access to plant genetic resources for food and 

agriculture in Annex I under the Multilateral System to IARCs of the CGIAR that have signed 

agreements with the Governing Body in accordance with this Treaty. Such Centres shall be included 

in a list held by the Secretary to be made available to the Contracting Parties on request. 

Article 15.3  

The Material other than that listed in Annex I, which is received and conserved by IARCs after the 

coming into force of this Treaty, shall be available for access on terms consistent with those mutually 

agreed between the IARCs that receive the material and the country of origin of such resources or 

the country that has acquired those resources in accordance with the Convention on Biological 

Diversity or other applicable law. 

Article 15.4 

The Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide IARCs that have signed agreements with the 

Governing Body with access, on mutually agreed terms, to plant genetic resources for food and 

agriculture not listed in Annex I that are important to the programmes and activities of the IARCs. 

Article 15.5 

The Governing Body will also seek to establish agreements for the purposes stated in this Article with 

other relevant international institutions.  

 
5 The Standard Material Transfer Agreement was adopted by the First Session of the Governing Body and used 

since January 2007 by the CGIAR Centres for the transfer of PGRFA listed in the Annex I to the International 
Treaty.  At tis Second Session, the Governing Body endorsed the proposal from the Centres to use the same 
SMTA for the transfer of non-Annex I PGRFA, with the insertion of an interpretative footnote. 
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List of crops in Annex I 

Annex I lists the PGRFA included in the MLS by genus, with indication of food crops and forages, 

along with any exceptions.  
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